
 

 

 

 

 

 

TSST in Secondary Modern Foreign Languages  

 

Introduction  

• Do you have or are you a qualified teacher, teaching secondary French, Spanish, German or Italian 

as a non-specialist? 

 • Have you worked/ Are you working in another sector, but have had a teaching post in the past?  

• Have you taken a career break, but wish to return to teaching? 

 

Loreto Grammar Teaching School is delighted to offer fully funded places on the Teaching Subject 

Specialism Training (TSST) course in Modern Foreign Languages. For the academic year 2019/20, we 

are offering a number of TSST places in French, Spanish, Italian and German. 

 

The Purpose 

Delivered by schools, and approved and funded by the Department for Education, TSST programmes 

are free to participants and take place in term-time. The purpose of Teacher Subject Specialism 

Training is to upskill and improve the subject knowledge of non-specialist and returning teachers to 

facilitate impact directly upon the quality of teaching in the classroom. The programme can help to 

increase capacity within schools where recruitment and retention of subject specialists is 

problematic. 

 

By engaging with this training programme, you will: 

• Increase your knowledge, understanding and confidence in the teaching of  

  French/ Spanish/ German/ Italian at KS3 and KS4  

• Rehearse opportunities for practical work  

• Draw on a wider range of techniques, strategies and pedagogies to improve your students’ 

knowledge and understanding of core topics 

• Understand concepts of sequencing learning through existing schemes of work 

• Design, deliver and evaluate lessons across the secondary MFL curriculum 



The Course will...  

• Develop non-specialists ability to teach French, Spanish, German or Italian up to GCSE.  

• Be based on up-to-date research, subject knowledge, methodology, pedagogy and practical skills.  

• Provide you with motivating activities and tasks for use in your teaching.  

• Take the form of 3 days conference input followed by a series of twilight sessions  

• Provide specialist mentoring and support throughout the course. 

• Hold a celebration/ assessment day at the end of the course, where delegates obtain certification 

and present their journey throughout the course. 

• Promote independent and further learning through accessing resources, research and publications 

beyond completion of TSST. 

 

Participant eligibility 

TSST is specifically for non-specialist MFL teachers and MFL specialists who: 

 could potentially teach MFL in addition to, or as their main subject 

 non-specialist teachers who are currently teaching MFL (either full-time or in addition to 

their specialist subject) 

 are looking to return to the profession 

 are not currently teaching MFL and who need refresher training to enable a move back to 

a MFL role 

 have the capacity to teach a second language in addition to their language specialism 

 are overseas trained and qualified teachers who are resident and eligible to work in England 

 are native speakers (with a teaching qualification) hoping to move into routes to facilitate 

teaching MFL  

 have an advanced level qualification in either French, Spanish, German or Italian as a 

minimum and hold QTS status 

  

Delivery 

Delivered at regular intervals throughout the academic year by experienced subject specialists/ 

experts in their field and combining a blend of sound methodology, pedagogy and language skills 

development, the course aims to build participant confidence in MFL delivery and help schools 

expand their internal capacity to support existing practitioners and meet future demands. 

  



Course Outline 

Our programme will include face-to-face sessions delivered through full day and twilight 

meetings.  Following successful completion of the course, we will provide a full 12-month 

subscriptions to an online language learning platform to support pedagogy and language learning 

during and beyond course completion (compulsory throughout the duration of the course). 

 

Date/ Time    TSST Programme 

20th November 2019               1.00 – 4.00pm  

 

Session 1  Introduction to the course & MFL 

teaching today – planning, preparation and 

methodology    

December 2019 - date tbc       9.30 – 3.30pm  

 

Session 2  Engaging learners in all the four skills 

– Listening, speaking, reading and writing    

22nd  January 2020                      9.30 – 3.30pm  

 

Session 3  Planning and sequencing MFL lessons  

Session 4 Using the Target Language and 

teaching grammar   

W/B 24th February 2020               4.00 – 6.00pm  

Date tbc 

Session 5  Language specific session: 

Introductions, impact of GCSE 2019 & Identity 

and Culture 

W/B 9th March 2020                     4.00 – 6.00pm  

Date tbc 

Session 6 Topic 2 - Language specific session 

Local area 

W/B 23rd March 2020                     4.00 – 6.00pm  

Date tbc 

Session 7 Topic 3 - Language specific session 

Holidays and travel   

W/B  20th April 2020                       4.00 – 6.00pm 

Date tbc 

Session 8 Topic 4 - Language specific session 

School and future plans  

W/B 4th May 2020                         4.00 – 6.00pm  

Date tbc 

Session 9 Topic 5 - Language specific session    

W/B 1st June 2020                           4.00 – 6.00pm  

Date tbc 

Session 10 Teachmeet planning  

W/B 22nd June 2020                        4.00 – 6.00pm  

Date tbc 

Session 11 Final presentations 

  

 

 

 



Sessions 1 – 4 will be held at  

 Loreto Grammar, Dunham Road, Altrincham, WA14 4AH 

 

Sessions 5 – 12 will be held at: 

Wellington School, Wellington Road, WA15 7RH  (French and Spanish) 

Loreto Grammar, Dunham Road, Altrincham, WA14 4AH (German)  

Saint Paul’s High School, Firbank Road, Newall Green, Wythenshawe M23 2YS (Italian) 

 

Don’t just take our word for it… 

 100% of last year’s participants rated our TSST courses as excellent or very good  

 100% confirmed that they would recommend the TSST course to others. 

 All reported an increase in confidence in their chosen MFL Language with 100% of 2018/19 

participants confident that they could deliver lessons in their TSST subject area.  

 

"This is the best modern foreign language CPD I have had in the last 10 years-I think every teacher 

of MFL ought to attend at some point for a refresher" June 2019 – French 

 

"The organisation and professionalism of all staff was amazing - everything was delivered to an 

outstanding level thank you very much!" June 2019 – Spanish 

 

"Expert advice given alongside practical ideas for using straightaway in classroom - a fabulous way 

of sharing expertise and learning language without pressure" July 2019 French 

 

 

 


